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Student Metacognition

Student metacognition is a term used to describe a student's ability to analyze his or her own learning and progress. Instead of having students who repeatedly ask the teacher, "How am I doing?" the use of portfolios trains students to ask the question of themselves.

Some teachers print and make copies of a standard metacognition form which the student attaches to exhibits of work that are put into his or her portfolio. Three samples follow.
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My Metacognition
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Student Portfolio Choices
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Periodic Portfolio Perspective
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My Metacognition
Student's Name:

Date:

This sample of my work shows my ability to (statement of the objective)

The steps that I took to produce this work were:

I think that this piece illustrates my ability to do the following things especially well:

If I had more time to work on this project, I would have. . .

I probably could use a little more practice or help in the following areas:

Student Portfolio Choices
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Table of Contents

Please include the following in your Portfolio:

*A Handwriting sample ___

*A Writing sample demonstrating paragraphs ___

*A Novel Response or Book Report ___

*A sample Creative Writing exercise ___

*A Computer activity sample ___

*A Math assignment demonstrating progress (not necessarily a test) ___

*A Science experiment, project, or assignment ___

*An Art sample ___
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Periodic Portfolio Perspective

Student's Name:

Date:

As I examine samples of my work, I have noticed improvements in these areas:

I seem to need some more time to master these things:

It is interesting to notice, when looking at my work, that . . .
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What I Have Accomplished in Science Class
Student's Name:

    (insert date of completion in appropriate blanks)

_______I can identify discrepant events.

_______I can formulate clear hypotheses.

_______I can gather appropriate data.

_______I can enter data into an appropriate spreadsheet/statistics program.

_______I can correctly interpret data.

_______I can retain or reject hypotheses on the basis of the data.

_______I can modify my research to follow-up my current findings.

_______I can present my findings in a clear and understandable manner.

Portfolio Assessment

Student Responsibilities
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At a "Student-Involved Conference", you will be responsible for the following: 

1. Accompany your parents to our classroom

2. Introduce them to your teachers

3. Take your parents to your assigned conference table

4. Show your parents how your portfolio has been organized

5. Share your portfolio choices for this term with your parents

6. Name three areas you believe are your strengths

7. Name three areas you believe you need to improve

8. State your goals for the last two terms

9. Discuss your personal reflection - did you achieve your goals?

10. Ask your parents if they have any questions or comments

11. Ask your parents to fill out a feedback form (only one)

12. Show them around the classroom

13. Ask your parents to sign the guestbook

14. Invite your parents to the refreshments table

15. RELAX - YOU DID IT!

Portfolio Criteria For Success
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Completeness

  All required items are present 

  Selections are made from a variety of different curriculum areas throughout the year 

  Selections demonstrate a variety of skills learned throughout the year 

  All selections are listed in the correct order in the Table of Contents 

  Portfolio has a "student-designed" cover telling about the student's interests/learning 

Neatness and Organization

  All selections are labelled 

  All selections are placed in the correct order 

  Reflection sheets are neatly handwritten 

Reflections

  Choice of items demonstrates the student's understanding of their strengths and areas of   growth 

  Reflections are detailed, thoughtful, and insightful 

  Self-assessment is accurate and goal setting is realistic

Work Sample Evaluation
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Student Comments:

I chose this work because 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

I think it shows my progress because 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Portfolio Assessment

Post-Conference Student Reflection
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Name: ________________                                        Date: _________________ 

Things went smoothly during the conference because . . . 

Things could have gone better if . . . 

One thing I wish I had shared with my parents, but forgot . . . 

One thing I chose not to share, but should have . . . 

As I reflect on what I gained from being actively involved in my conference, I notice 

Something I feel my parents gained from hearing things from my perspective:

Sample Parent Letter

Date: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________

Dear Parent, 

This year your child has been maintaining a portfolio that contains samples of his/her work from a variety of curriculum areas. The purpose of the portfolio is to assist students, parents and teachers to observe individual progress made over the course of a school term and/or year. By using a portfolio,

your child has assumed the responsibility for learning how to evaluate his/her own work and how to set goals for future growth. This term, your child will have the opportunity to conduct a "Student-Involved Conference", in which he/she will present his/her portfolio to you in the classroom. 

The philosophy of our school board focuses on teaching that is highly interactive, engaging students in making sense of ideas and applying what they learn to help them to think critically, problem solve and become self-directed learners. One way in that we hope to accomplish this is through Student-Involved

Conferences. The students have spent a considerable amount of time and effort in preparing and designing their portfolios for the conference. They have specific items to discuss and share with you.

During the ten minute conference, each student will share a portfolio of his/her personal work, documenting his/her progress in class. 

The date for the "Student-Involved Conferences" is: ____________________. You can expect to receive a personal invitation from your child with a scheduled time (10 minutes) to share and discuss his/her work. The times for the conferences will overlap and there will be four areas set up in the classroom for conferencing. 

The goals for the students participating in a "Student Involved Conference" include: 

  sharing their portfolios 

  assuming responsibility for discussing their progress 

  learning to communicate effectively 

  learning to honestly assess their own work 

  being accountable for work and behavior 

  developing organizational and leadership skills 

This conference is an opportunity for you as a parent, to continue to demonstrate positive interest in your child's progress, accept your child's evaluation of his/her accomplishments and provide your child with support and encouragement for his/her school work. I will be available in the classroom during the conferences should any clarification be necessary. 

The students will require some assistance in evaluating the effectiveness of their meeting with you. We would ask that you write a letter to your son/daughter reflecting on the conference. Some ideas for discussion that you may want to use in your letter are listed below. Please give this letter to your son/daughter to bring to school the day following the conference. Your letter will then become part ofhis/her portfolio for this year. 

Ideas for discussion in the letter: 

  What made you feel proud of your son/daughter? 

  What does your son/daughter need to work on? 

  Kind compliments 

  "I know that sometimes you have difficulty . . . but . . ." 

  "I am pleased to see that you are making an extra effort in . . ." 

  "Some ways that I can assist you are . . ." 

  Why you enjoyed the conference 

We appreciate your support and interest in your child's education. Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions. 

Partners In Education,

 Portfolio Assessment

Parent Feedback Form
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After completing your conference with your son/daughter, please take a few moments to answer the following questions. 

1. Does this portfolio help you have a better understanding of your child's progress? 

2. Did you find the student-parent conference format to be effective?

3. Did you find the presentation by your child a worthwhile experience?

Other Comments . . .

Thank-you!

	Portfolio Summary

Name _______________________Subject _________________ Date _______



	Beginning Portfolio
	Final Portfolio

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Areas that need improvement


	Areas now needing improvement




Sample Portfolio Over Time Summary Sheet

	Portfolio Summary

Name _______________________Subject _________________ Date _______



	Beginning Portfolio
	Final Portfolio

	How thorough was my work?


	How thorough is my work now?



	How accurate were my observations, calculations, and facts?


	How accurate are my observations, calculations, and facts now?



	How reasonable were my expectations?


	How reasonable are my expectations?



	How clear was my work?


	How clear is my work now?



	Areas that need improvement


	Areas now needing improvement




	Cycle 1 PROBLEM-SOLVING RUBRIC

	Mathematical Language  (My math words) 

	
	
	

	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3

	I didn’t use math words.


	I used some math words in a few parts of my solution.
	I used math words correctly all the way through my solution.

	

	Mathematical Representation 

(My graphs, plots, charts, tables, models, diagrams)

	
	
	

	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3

	I didn’t use any…
	I tried to use…
	I accurately used…

	_____graphs
	_____graphs
	_____graphs

	_____plots
	_____plots
	_____plots

	_____charts
	_____charts
	_____charts

	_____models
	_____models
	_____models

	_____diagrams
	_____diagrams
	_____diagrams

	Documentation (My explanations)

	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3

	I have no clear parts in my solution.

    - or -

I have work that is incorrect.
	I have some clear parts in my solution.

   - or –

I have a few math mistakes.
	I have a solution that is clear and easy to understand.

 - or –

My math is correct.


	Approach and Reasoning (My ideas)

	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	I don’t get it.
	I can do part of it.
	I understand the problem.
	I found a rule.

	My approach didn’t work.


	I got part of it my way.


	I solved the problem in more than one way. I solved it in a special way.
	

	Connections (My thinking)

	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	I started the problem and stopped.
	I explained some of it.


	I need to explain better. I explained most of it.
	I clearly explained my solution.



	Solution (My work)

	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3

	I didn’t solve the problem.
	I solved part of the problem correctly.
	My answer is correct and my work supports my answer.


