Create an Animated Movie
VideoBlender 2

Recipes4Success®

In this Recipe, you will learn how to create an animated movie using VideoBlender. You
will import a folder of images, add a title, credits, text effects, audio, shapes, and
transitions, and then export the animation as a movie.
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Introduction

Open VideoBlender.

Click the Start button, choose All Programs, choose Tech4Learning, choose
VideoBlender, and select VideoBlender.

/s Start
VideoBlender will open.
dl Untitled Q@E|

File Edit Insert Cbicct  Help
U.ﬂlalﬁ .%LULE‘HQ 2 T @ 4 E wt
Mz v Paste Undo  Frame Test Shape  Audio gt Effect
This animation is empty.
Lige the huttons above to add filas, or drag files over this window.
Mothing s selected.
Select an object to begin editing.
<
p] N fiames exe.
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Add a Folder of Images

When VideoBlender opens, you will see an empty animation. You need to add frames
to the animation to begin.

Click the Frame button on the toolbar.

=z

Frame

You will see a list of options.

Click From a Folder.

S B T 2

Frame Text Audio

|.| Mews Blank Frame
[
From File

FF From a Folder h

You will see the Please select a folder dialog.
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Z Please select a folder

Look inc

e

hy Recent
Documents

—

Desiop

My Mebwork
Places

IID My Documents

I My eBooks
() My Music

2} My Pictures
) ny videos

File ruatme:; ChDocumernts and Settings Studentihiy Documents

v 2 wEE

Filez of typet | 2l Files

Click the My Computer button on the left.
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Z Please select a folder

\_‘b S 3% Floppy (A)

e Local Disk (C)
My Recent |7 Shared Documents
Documents | ), po/DicD-RWY Drive (D)

My Mebwork

File namme:

Lookine | 1§ My Computer v| @ wEE

Places Files of type: )l Files

This tutorial will use the sample images that come with VideoBlender.
Double-click Local Disk (C).

Double-click the Program Files folder.

Double-click the Tech4Learning folder.

Double-click the VideoBlender folder.

Double-click the Media folder.

Double-click the Clay Animation folder.

Click the Seasons folder.
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2 Please select a folder

Look inc Iii_ll Clary Animation V| T > EE
' Seasons
‘:J

hy Recert

Diocismernts

Desktop

hiy Documents
My Computer

% File name: chdlearningvideoBlender Wedia\Clay Animation\Seazons ‘
My Mebwork )

Places Files of type: |2l Files v| [ Cancel ]

Click the Open button.

You will see the images being processed.

Processzing "Clay-. ..

| 11 /32
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You will see all of the images in the Frame List.

E Clay-002 Frame
E Clay-003 Frame
E Clay-004 Frame
E Clay-005 Frame
E Clay-006 Frame
E Clay-007 Frame
E Clay-005 Frame
E Clay-003 Frame
E Clay-010 Frame
E Clay-011 Frame
E Clay-012 Frame
E Clay-013 Frame
E Clay-014 Frame
E Clay-015 Frame
E Clay-016 Frame
E Clay-017 Frame
E Clay-013 Frame
E Clay-019 Frame
E Clay-020 Frame
E Clay-021 Frame
E Clay-022 Frame
E Clay-023 Frame
E Clay-024 Frame

E Clay-025 Frame
E " lavw N17R Framea

e = = = < = O < O T

The images are added in alpha-numeric order based on the name of the image file.

You will see the first frame in the preview area.
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Preview the Animation

You can preview the animation.

Click the Play Animation button below the preview.
|4 E )

You will see a preview of the animation.
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The preview will end at the last frame of the animation.

Save the Animation
You should save the animation as you work on it.
Go to the File menu and choose Save Animation.

You will see the Save dialog.
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Save

Ic;

hy Recert
Documents

i

¥ —

Desiop

My Mebwork
Places

lil.':l My Documents

I My eBooks
() My Music

2} My Pictures
B by videos

File name:

Filez of types |2l Files

Type a name for the animation in the File name field.

File name: SERS0NE

Files of type: |4 Files

Use the Save in pull-down menu to choose a place to save the animation.

Click the Save

button.

The animation will be saved.

Recipes4Success

www.tech4learning.com

©2004 Tech4Learning, Inc.



Create an Animated Movie Page 12 of 50
VideoBlender 2

Add a New Frame

You can add more frames to an animation. You will add a blank frame to use as a title
for the animation.

Click the Frame button on the toolbar.

=z

Frame

2T 9 -

Frame Text ZShape

D Mew Elank Frame h
"
Frorn File

You will see a new frame added to the end of the Frame List.
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i Clay-029 Frame
+ i Clay-030 Frame
i Clay-031 Frame

+

+

You will also see a black frame in the preview area.

Change the Order of Frames

You can change the order of frames in an animation.

Click and drag the new frame toward the top of the Frame List.
You will see the Frame List scroll toward the top as you drag.

Release the mouse button when you see a black line above the first frame in the Frame
List.

i Clay-001 Frame %} .

i Clay-002 Frame
i Clay-003 Frame
i Clay-004 Frame
i Clay-005 Frame
i Clay-006 Frame

+ O O OE

The blank frame is now the first frame in the animation.

|_[Frame 1 A
i Clay-001 Frame
i Clay-002 Frame
i Clay-003 Frame
i Clay-004 Frame
i Clay-005 Frame

T
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Change the Background Color
You can change the background color of a frame.
Click the first frame in the Frame List.

The Editing Panel will display the frame editing tools.

Seconds: | 05

Duration Backoground Color

ﬂ

You will see a color palette.

Click a new color on the palette.

The frame will change to show this new background color.
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Add a Text Object

You can add text to create a title for the animation.

Click the Text button on the toolbar.

T

Text

You will see a text object in the upper left corner of the frame.
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; .é.d-d te;:t )
here.

Click and drag the text object to the middle of the frame.
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Double-click the text object.
You will see a blinking cursor in the text object.

i .é.d.d text &

i here | .I

Click and drag the cursor to select all of the text.
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Type: Changing Seasons

Click the frame outside of the text object when you are done.

The text object will no longer be selected.

Format Text
You can change the way text looks.
Click the text object to select it again.

You will see the text editing tools in the Editing Panel.
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e
[0
ills
—b

[ ] Bold [ aiic 180

Farit Size Algrment Color Riobation

Click the Font pull-down menu and choose a new font.

Bertlin Sans FE e
Berlin Sans FB Demi
Bernard MT Concdensed

—BernhardFashion BT —
—Bernhardiod BT [~
=EBitstream Yera Sans | ! —
—Bitztream Yera Sans Mono bl

The new font may not fit well in the text object.
You can resize the text object.
There are handles around the edge of the text object.

Click and drag a handle away from the center of the object to make the object larger.
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Chansing Soascns

Click and drag the text object to re-center it in the frame.

Click and drag the Size slider on the Editing Panel to the right to make the font larger.

The preview will change as you drag the slider.

Click the Color swatch to choose a new text color.
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You will see a color palette.

=

Click a new color on the palette.
The text will change to the new color.

Click and drag the text object to center it in the frame.
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Click the frame outside of the text object when you are done.
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Changing

seasons

Change Frame Duration

You can change the length of time a frame is shown. The title frame should last longer
than other frames in the animation.

You will see the frame editing tools in the Editing Panel.

J |
Seconds: | 05

Dwaration Backoround Color

Click and drag the Duration slider to the right to make the frame show for 3 seconds.
This will give viewers time to read the title.
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Seconds: | 3.0

Dwration

Add Another Frame

You can add another frame at the end of the animation for closing credits.

Click the last frame in the Frame List.

i Clay-028 Frame
i Clayy-029 Frame
i Clay-030 Frame

+
+
+
+ M Clay-031 Frame. T
£

Click the Frame button on the toolbar and choose New Blank Frame.
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Z T @ J

Frame Text ZShape

D Mew Elank Frame h
"
Frorn File

You will see a new frame added to the end of the Frame List.

E Clay-023 Frame
E Clay-029 Frame
E Clay-030 Frame
E Clay-031 Frame

[

A E E EE

The frame will show in the preview area.
Use the skills you have learned to change the background color.

Use the Duration slide to set the frame to show for 5 seconds.
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7 ™
Seconds: 50
Duration Background Color

Add a Text Object

Click the Text button on the toolbar.

T

Text

You will see a text object in the upper left corner of the frame.
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; .éu.d-d te;:t-
here. |
|

Use the skills you have learned to add and format text for closing credits for your
animation.
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My Clay Animation
oh Seasons

Created by:
Student

Add a Text Effect

You can add effects to your text.

Click the Text Effect button on the toolbar.

Text

Text Effect

You will see the text effect options in the Editing Panel.

Fae B8

| | Aga
Serol I'_ll.hwe bt 1.0 seconds
Shar Wars
Typiewriter w

Effect Type Optiones

Time Py
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Click the type of text effect you want for the text.

Fade e

Star YWars | !

Typewriter )
Effect Type

Use the Options pull-down menu to choose the options for the effect. This is usually a
direction.

w G
[ ] Live Mation %

Options

Use the Time slider to choose how long you want the effect to take. You can see a
preview on the right.

-&g 3.0 zeconds

Titne Presview,

Click the Add button when you are done.

Acldd

VideoBlender will render the frames needed for the text effect.
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Add a Transition

You can add transitions between frames in an animation. Transitions are added before

the selected frame.

Click the second frame in the Frame List to add a transition between frames one and

two.

|!| Frarme 1

Eglay-ﬂﬂz Frame

E Clary-003 Frame
E Clay-004 Frame
E Clay-005 Frame

FOE O E

Click the Transition button on the toolbar.

F

Transition

You will see the transition tools in the Editing Panel.

[ 3

Bors | e
Bat = 2 . - 1.0 seconds
Ederd Horizontal “ ’
Edirwis w [ Live Motion
Transition Type Ciptions Tirruz

Select a transition from the Transition Types lists.

Recipes4Success www.tech4learning.com

©2004 Tech4Learning, Inc.



Create an Animated Movie Page 31 of 50
VideoBlender 2

Circle L)
Curtain !
Diamoncs W

Tranzsition Type

You will see a preview of the transition in the preview on the Editing Panel.

Prewviewy

Some transitions have options.
If the transition you chose has options, the Options pull-down menu will become active.

Select a direction for the transition.

Fotate Left

Click and drag the Time slider to the right to make the transition last longer.
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m%@ 2.0 seconds

Time

When you have chosen a transition, click the Add button.

Aol

You will see the transition frames being processed.

Processing Frame...

| R

After the transition has been created, you will see the transition in the Frame List.

|§| Fratme 1 e
W cube Rotate Right

+ M Clay-002 Frame

E Clay-003 Frame
E Clay-004 Frame

EANE Y

Use the skills you have learned to add another transition between the last image in the
animation and the closing credits frame.
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E Clay-029 Frame
E Clay-030 Frame
-

Clay-031 Frame

||

|§| Frarme 2

AR R BB

Add Audio

You can add a soundtrack to the animation.
Click the first frame in the animation.

Click the Audio button on the toolbar.

&,

Ao

Choose From File.

ﬂ" I w
Audio  Shape

From File
iy

&
£ Fecord Sound

You will see the Open File dialog.
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Look irc [if_] My Documents

\_\E) I My eBooks
I My Music

Wty Recent 2} My Pictures

Documents ﬁ My Videos

|":":% @ SEazONE

hy Documents

File name:

v| @ wEE

Places Filzz of typet  Syupported medisand vbd documents

Click the My Computer button on the left.
Double-click Local Disk (C).

Double-click the Program Files folder.
Double-click the Tech4Learning folder.
Double-click the VideoBlender folder.
Double-click the Media folder.
Double-click the Clay Animation folder.

Click Seasons.wav to select it.
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My Mebwork
Places

Filg name:

Files of type:

SEASONS wWav

Supported medisand vibd documents

J

Click the Open button.

You will see the audio track added to the top sound track in the Timeline.

A

Click the Rewind Animation button in the preview area.

AT rITA
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|4 4

You will see the first frame of the movie.

Click the Play Animation button to preview the animation.

|4 e i)

You will see the animation and hear the soundtrack.

Click the Save button on the toolbar.

=

Save

Add a Shape

You can add a shape to a scene. A circle can make a great thought bubble.
Click the frame titled Clay-010 Frame in the Frame List.

i Clay-003 Frame
i Clay-009 Frame

+
¥
+ lay-011 Frame
¥

i Clay-012 Frame

You will see this frame in the preview area on the right.
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4 p o)

Click the Shape button on the toolbar.

Q.

Shape

Click Add Circle from the list.
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¢ A K

Shape Audio  Transition

. Add Rectangle

:‘: Add Triangle

& Add Circle

.'*l Add Skar

... add Polygon

You will see a circle in the upper left corner of the frame.
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To resize the circle, click and drag a corner handle. Make the circle larger and oval
shaped.

Click and drag the oval to position it on the frame.
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You will see the shape editing tools in the Editing Panel.

] ] i @
10

Fill Colar Shroke Color Stroke Widih Fiodaticn

Click the Fill Color button and choose a dark color to fill the thought bubble.
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You will see the fill color change in the preview area.

Add a Caption

You can add text and place it over the thought bubble.

Click the Text button on the toolbar.

T

Text

You will see a text object in the upper left corner of the frame.
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DR
- her_e. i

Click and drag the text object over the oval shape.

Position the cursor over one of the sizing handles.
Click and drag to make the text object as large as the oval shape.

Click and drag to position the text object directly over the oval shape.
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Double-click the text object.
You will see a blinking cursor.
Delete the text in the object.

Type new text.

"Wow! Here g
comes a deer!"

Since this frame has text, you will want it to show for a longer time so that the viewer
can read the text.

The Editing Panel shows the text editing tools. To change the timing, you need to see
the frame editing tools.

Click the Clay-010 Frame in the Frame List.
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+ i Clay-003 Frame

Clay-010

E Circle
Text

+ S Clay-011 Frame

You will see the frame editing tools in the Editing Panel.

Click and drag the Duration slider to the right to show the frame for 3 seconds.

s

=econds: | 3.0

D ation

Make a Movie
You can export the animation as a movie file you can share with other people.

Click the Make button on the toolbar.

<

Make

You will see the Export Animation dialog.
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Export Animation

File Type: Framesz: 41 (Running Time: 27 .5 2.)

= hovie . "

# avi Mo file type selected.

# dvc select a file type to export this
# qgif animatian.

# mhg
# mov

I= Frames

# bmp s -
# oif
# jpeg
# pict
# png

83

Cancel | | Export

Click AVI in the File Type list.

This will create an AVI movie.
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Export Animation

File Type: Framesz: 41 (Running Time: 27 .5 2.)

= Movie .r "«
» File Type: avi
# dvc Export this animation as avi file.
# qif
# mhg
# mov
I=) Frames
# bmp
# oif
# jpeg
# pict
# png

83

Change Settings

Cancel | | Export

Click the Export button.

You will see the Save dialog.
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My Documents
My Computer
g File namme: titlec |
Wy Mebwrork )
Places Files of typel | Supported medisand vbd documerts i | Cancel

Type a name for the movie in the File name field.

File narme: Seasons_ AN

£

Files oftype!  |Supported medisand vibd documents

Choose a place to save the movie.
Click the Save button.
You will see the AVI Settings dialog.

VideoBlender will create the movie.
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Export Animation ['5__(|
File Type: Framesz. 41 [(Running Time: 275 =)
EI "': ' !
& B
L Wyrititig Movie:
»
. [--------- ]
*»
EI " ot
*»
*»
.. —
:

View the Movie
Once the movie has been exported, go to the File menu and choose Exit.
VideoBlender will close.

Navigate to the place where you saved the movie.

el

Seasons

Double-click the movie file to open it.

Click the Play button to watch the movie.
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O}

You will see you clay animation movie!

Ok

When you are finished watching the movie, click the Close button in the upper right
corner of the window.

Conclusion
Congratulations! You have created an animated movie using VideoBlender.
In this Recipe, you learned how to:

Open VideoBlender
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Add a folder of images
Preview an animation
Save an animation
Add a blank frame
Change the order of frames
Add text

Format text

Add text effects

Add transitions

Add audio

Add a shape

Make a movie
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